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December /2020NEWS
LETTER

SJS

KINAHAN'SKORNER
It is certainly odd times and now even odder (if that?s a 
word) as our jr. high students are no longer in the 
building. But rather than focusing on all of the negative 
that seems to be around us, how about we take a look 
at all of the great and positive things as we prepare for 
Christmas.
We had a wonderful Advent Celebration and Wreath 
Blessing put on by the gr. 3?s that was live streamed to 
all classes and Fr. Ian was able to participate. We had 
our second monthly Bucket Fillers and Faith in Action 
Awards in which this month we focused on ?Peace?. Our 
gr. 9?s, before they left, helped to decorate our 
Gathering Space. And Mr. Zappone?s family has 
generously set up a ?Presepio? (see the write-up in the 
newsletter).
Yes, these are challenging times and Christmas will 
certainly look different for many of us, but maybe this 
will help us all to focus on the real reason for the 
season, the birth of our Lord, Jesus. Without some of 
the extra hustle and bustle around us, let?s use this 
Advent season to really prepare our hearts for that 
wonderful celebration of Christmas.

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.

He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,

As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.

Amen.
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!
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Important Dates
Wednesday, Dec. 2-  Poinsettia Orders Pick Up

Thursday, Dec. 3- Father Ian to visit 
Kindergarten PM

Monday, Dec. 7- 2nd Week of Advent 
Celebration 9:30 am

Thursday, Dec. 10- Christmas Sweater Day 
(Spirit Day)

Thursday, Dec. 10- Grade 5 to 8:45 am Mass

Friday, Dec. 11- Food Hamper Items are due

Monday, Dec. 14- 3rd Week of Advent 
Celebration 9:30 am

Thursday, Dec. 17- Dress Your Best Day

Thursday, Dec. 17- SJS Christmas Mass 
9:00am

Thursday, Dec. 17- Faith in Action Awards

Friday, Dec. 18- School Spirit Day (Hawaiian 
Day)

Christmas Holidays begin on Monday, 
Dec. 21-Monday, Jan. 4. Have a very 

Merry Christmas!

Our  SJS Men  o f  Mo v emb er
Our  f ea r l es s  l ea d e r , a l o n g  wit h  a  f ew o t h e r s , t o o k  o n  t h e  c h a l l en g e  t o  "g r o w 
t h e  s t a c h e " f o r  Men 's  Hea l t h . We  t h in k  t h ey  d id  p r e t t y  we l l . Wh a t  d o  y o u t h in k ? 

He r e  a r e  s o me  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  p ic s . En j o y !

Return to On-line school in 
January

As I am sure that most everyone is aware, when we 
return to school during the week of January 4 - 8, 
2021, it will be on-line for Kindergarten to gr. 
9.There are NO Early Learning Classes during this 
week.

Google Classrooms have been set up and we will 
spend time in the weeks ahead preparing students 
for what this will look like. During the week of Jan. 
4-8 all classes will be continuing to follow approved 
curriculum and will be assessed appropriately. 
Attendance will be taken during this week and it is 
important that students be present during their 
on-line sessions. Student packages are being 
prepared and will be sent home with students 
before the Christmas break.

At this time, we are not looking at loaning out any 
technology for home use as we are only expecting 
to be on-line for this one week. If the gov?t 
announces that we will be out for a longer period of 
time, we will re-evaluate this.

I pray that we will someday soon be able to learn 
and play together as a school should ? all under 
one roof and mixing groups together. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to give 
me a call at any time.

Mr. Kinahan
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Faith in A ct ion A wards-Peace
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B ig  t h a n k  y o u t o  B e r t  a n d  Ma c 's  t h e  s o ur c e  f o r  
s p o r t s  f o r  s p o n s o r in g  o ur  So l a r  P o wer ed  
E- b ik e  P r o j ec t .

The purpose of Solar Powered E-Bike is for students to become more 
environmentally conscious by understanding the benefits and 
challenges of solar technology power and how it works alongside 
conventional energy sources, as well as inspiring students to think 

differently when it comes to their transportation needs as they near the age of saving for 
that first car.  Students will have the opportunity to discover the freedom, cost 
effectiveness and of course the environmental footprint of choosing a solar bicycle for 
that first form of powered locomotion.  Costs and benefits, and efficiency measurements 
will be weighed as well as meeting basic needs. Creative project based learning will be 
involved in the design and purchase of supplies to build a solar bike charging station.

Once again dur ing the season of Advent the St. Joseph Community will be doing a food dr ive 
and putting together some Chr istmas hampers for the Coaldale food bank.

As a Catholic community we are called to pay special attention to the needs of the poor. We 
follow Jesus' example by making a specific effor t to defend and promote the dignity of those 
who are vulnerable and to meet their immediate mater ial needs.

From December 1 to 11 we will be collecting specific food items for our 2 Chr istmas hampers we 
are building; more information on the Chr istmas hampers will be provided by your classroom 
teacher. We will also be accepting non- per ishable food 
items in the front entryway for our Advent food dr ive.

Thank you so much for any and all donations you are able 
to provide. Wishing you all a blessed Chr istmas.

Brent Chr istensen

Friends of SJS
Poinset t ia orders wil l  arrive at  SJS on D ec. 2.  A n email wil l  be sent  out  at  that  t ime to not i fy 
famil ies for pick up. W e wil l  set  up a drive through style pick up, so please have your order 

number ready if you ordered online. A ll  orders M U ST be picked up that  day (no part ial order 
pick ups) W e cannot  be held responsible for refunds on items not  picked up. Please make 

arrangements i f you are unable to pick up yourself. 

Thank you to everyone for our biggest  Poinset t ia fundraiser to date!
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If you were to walk into the 
Gathering Space at St. Joe?s, 
you would notice the nativity 
scene that is now on display 
which was graciously shared 
with our school by the 
Zappone and Dowell families.

In Italy, a nativity scene is 
called a PRESEPIO. They are 
created for display at 
Christmas to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Some families 
even put up a presepio instead 

of a Christmas tree.St. Francis of Assisi is credited with making the first presepio in the 
early 1200s as a way to remind his followers about the spiritual elements of 
Christmas.

This presepio was built by Giuseppe Zappone, grandfather of gr. 1/music teacher Tony 
Zappone. He began building it at Christmas in 1990, and, over the Christmases that 
followed, he improved and expanded it year after year with new figurines, lighted 
buildings, and working water features and fountains.

After his death in 2005, the Zappone and Dowell families decided to share this piece 
of their Christmas tradition with St. Francis Jr High, where Tony?s Aunt Maria taught for 
many years, and now with St. Joseph School to honour Giuseppe?s legacy and share 
the spirit of the season.

Thank you for sharing this beautiful gift.



How Celebrating a Good Advent 
Gets Families Ready for Christmas
by Fr. Kevin Tumback, All Saints Parish

Advent (a time of preparation for Christmas) takes little thought and some planning, but can lead to a more joyful Christmas and one 
more centered on the Reason for the Season. We sometimes forget that the only reason we get this holiday is to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. So how can we put our focus on Jesus?

1. ADVENT WREATH.  The Advent wreath is a circle of greenery that signifies the eternity of God (the 
Alpha and the Omega). Decorated with 3 purple candles and 1 pink candle, it counts down the 4 weeks 
till Christmas. Some will place a white candle in the middle that is lit on Christmas day, or they will 
replace all 4 candles with white candles, which are all lit for the 12 days of Christmas. Some people 
will also place a small crib in the middle as a reminder of who we are waiting for. The greenery in the 
wreath represents the new life that comes to us in Jesus. 

2. CHRISTMAS TREE.  Many people put up their Christmas tree the 1st day of Advent, some put the Christmas  
tree up on the Feast of St. Nicholas on December 6th, and some will wait till just before Christmas as they  
want their tree to stay up for the 12 days of Christmas. 

3. SHOES AT THE DOOR.  In some traditions beginning on December 6th, shoes are placed at the 
door and small gifts are placed in the shoes each night leading up to the great celebration  
of Christmas. 

4. DOOR DECORATION. A tiny or large decorated wreath adorns the front door, announcing to visitors and  
passers-by the anticipation of Christmas that is coming. It provides a sense of joy so it is often decorated  
with lively colors, balls and ribbons. 

5. CRIB. Many will assemble a crib inside the front door. It’s a simple depiction of the first Christmas 
in Bethlehem. Some will put out a complete Nativity scene and some will move Mary and Joseph 
around the house as if travelling to Bethlehem. 

6. CANDIES.  There are many traditional candies associated with Christmas and for some just getting the family 
together to make the homemade sweets adds to the joy and anticipation. 

7. DECKING THE HALLS.  Putting up tinsel and lights and all that goes with that is part of the anticipation of the 
Christmas joy. For some, they will put it all up at once, while others will have different elements that go up each week 
of Advent until Christmas arrives. 

8. CHRISTMAS CARDS.  This may be an old tradition but in these challenging times, this might be a time to send 
people something special like a Christmas card. In some ways it is like opening a gift. 

9. CARDS LEAD TO LETTERS. Yes there is email and texting and/and/and. But again in these 
trying times a handwritten or even computer generated letter coming in the “snail mail” can truly 
help others prepare for the season of Christmas. 

10. 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS. Which has nothing to do with Advent, but beginning on Christmas day and  
each day for the next 11 of the 12 days of Christmas, gifts are placed somewhere in the house  
reminding us that Christmas is not about one day, but rather our entire lives.



Is there any time of year when we feel more joy than during the 
season of Advent as we prepare for the celebration of Christmas? 
Joy is one of the Fruits of the Spirit and is a gift from God — it 
makes us feel so good! When we feel good, we do good; when we 
do good, it reminds others of what joy feels like, inspiring them to 
do the same.

Jesus is our Saviour who brings light into the darkness of this world 
and Advent is a time of preparation as we wait for Christ’s coming. 
During this season, families are encouraged to remember “the 
reason for the season” and to bring light into the world in their 
own small ways. What a perfect time to help your children  
think about ways to be gracious to others through simple  
acts of charity and kindness. Consider putting this  
Advent calendar on your fridge and encourage everyone  
in your family to act with graciousness each day as you  
prepare yourselves for the celebration of Christ’s birth.

December
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us...

f

As you look ahead to the Christmas break, please remember 
that if you have children in Grades 1-7, you have access to a 
home portal on our Growing in Faith Growing in Christ website.  

There are many wonderful videos and stories to enjoy 
that will help your child understand the meaning of 
Advent and Christmas. Please check with your child’s 
teacher if you have forgotten the username/password.

A kind word goes a long way! How can we help 
our children feel a deep, true sense of joy? Give 
them opportunities to be the face of God and 
show kindness to others. This month, have your children show 
their appreciation to those who have been taking such good care 
of others during the pandemic. Have them make a Christmas card 
with a heartfelt message of gratitude for those who serve — our 
teachers, our health care providers and health care staff, our first 
responders, our clergy, our grocery store staff, our mail carriers 
and our delivery people. These cards will give a much needed lift 
to folks who are undoubtedly feeling the strain of serving others 
during these challenging times.  Teach your children that by 
sharing their gifts, they will bring some joy to others!  

We hope you are enjoying the Mass Transit Cards to discuss the Sunday 
Gospel with your family. To access the December cards, click here.

Catholic Education

Faith & Family

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
(Psalm 118:24)

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  December 2020

If you recall the first chapter of the book of Genesis, God was 
delighted with his created world. “God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (1:31) In the season of 
Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of God the Son, we 
are reminded that there is goodness all around us. And that is 
something to be joyful about!

An important question to ask ourselves in the month of December 
is, “Do we truly experience God’s joy in our daily lives?” Do we 
see it in our everyday moments or are we expecting trumpets 
announcing a big “God moment” before we pay attention? 
Certainly our preparations for Christmas will look different this 
year, but maybe that’s okay. Maybe it’s the year to be a little less 
busy and a little more still — could that perhaps be a gift for us 
to be grateful for?  Have we learned in the past few months to 
appreciate the goodness that is all around us? Is God giving us a 
nudge to spend a little more time as a family doing simple things 
this month to really enjoy the season of Advent with that bit of 
extra time on our hands. Rather than attending to all of our usual 
holiday activities, perhaps we could spend more time simply 
cooking or baking together, playing a board game in the evening, or 
going for a walk and enjoying hot chocolate with our family.

This month, keep your family focused on the joy that comes from 
seeing everything that God created for us to enjoy and 
recognize that indeed, it is very good. Let us be grateful for 
all of our blessings and let us rejoice!

Resources:  Everyday Stewardship - Reflections for the Journey by Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
Experiencing God in the Ordinary by William A. Barry, SJ

Living Stewardship by Darrin J.G. Gurr

 Special Days to Remember

8    Immaculate Conception of the  
      Blessed Virgin Mary
19  Christmas Break Begins
25  Nativity of the Lord
27 Feast of the Holy Family

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Isaiah 9:6a

Month of the Immaculate Conception

Be Grateful
God of Love,
your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love 
during the weeks of Advent,
as we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.

Source: Loyola Press

Click here for a printable version of this prayer.

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/lpress-craft/files/ocf-files/advent-files/inter-present/Advent-children-calendar.pdf
https://media.pearsoncanada.ca/intl/pec/school/ca_sch_religion_sso/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t7Sn21fWQuPO6lRxzphch9S-6-GtsCXv/view?usp=sharing
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/prayers/advent-family-prayer/
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/Advent-Prayer-2020.pdf
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